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during the three months of Lent to some lonely place,
living alone in small huts, shunning the company of men,
and leading an eremitictil life, to remain at liberty to
devote all their time to meditations on the most excellent
points of the law of Buddha, combating their passions,
and enjoying in that retired situation a foretaste of the
never-troubled rest of Neibban.

In many respects the Talapoinic institutions may be
likened to those of some religious orders that appeared
successively in almost every Christian country previous to
the era of the Eeformation, and that are, up to this day,
to be met with amidst the Churches of the Latin and
Greek rites. Like the monk, the Talapoin bids a farewell
to the world, wears a particular dress, leads a life of com-
munity, abstracts himself from all that gives strength to
his passions, by embracing a state of voluntary poverty
and absolute renunciation of all sensual gratifications.
He aims at obtaining, by a stricter observance of the law's
most sublime precepts, an uncommon degree of sanctity
and perfection. All his time is regulated by the rules of
his profession, and devoted to repeating certain formulas
of prayers, reading the sacred scriptures, begging alms for
his support, &c.

These features of exterior resemblance, common to in-
stitutions of creeds so opposite to each other, have induced
several writers, little favourable to Christianity, to pro-
nounce without further inquiry that Catholicism has
borrowed from Buddhism many ceremonies, institutions,
and disciplinary regulations. Some of them have gone so
far as to pretend to find in it the very origin of Christi-
anity. They have, however, been ably confuted by Abel
R emu sat, in his Memoir entitled u Chronological Ke-
searches into the Lamaic Hierarchy of Thibet." Without
entertaining in the least the presumptuous idea of enter-
ing into a controversy entirely foreign to his purpose, the
writer will confine himself to making one or two remarks
calculated to show that the first conclusion is, to say the
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